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Exemplary service for a safe, livable community

Winter Safety

The Holidays are coming and so is winter weather. Winter, this year, is predicted to be colder and wetter than last year
with a likelihood of one or more snow storms. That all adds up to an increase in dangerous driving conditions.

Here are some tips and information that may help you better prepare for the upcoming change in the weather;

Turn your vehicle lights on if they do not turn on automatically, day and night as our daylight times have shortened and
you could be driving in inclement weather.

Practice safe nighttime driving to include dimming headlights when appropriate, keeping your vehicle windshield clean,
providing more stopping/reaction distance and routinely inspecting your vehicle.

Utilize winter tires if possible. Slow down, Icy slick roads are sometimes not seen in time.

Try to have your gas tank at least half-full. If your vehicle becomes disabled, it’s usually best to stay in your vehicle as
walking during inclement weather can be very dangerous. Remember that dangerous driving conditions can also cause
increased response time for emergency services. Have your cellular phone available along with a charger in the car. If
you are disabled in a roadway causing a hazard, or if you need a Deputy to assist you, call the non-emergency number at
503-823-3333. If you feel you need an immediate emergency response please call 911.

During Inclement weather conditions it can sometimes be better to stay home rather than drive if at all possible. Have
an emergency car kit that is properly equipped for winter travel. At a minimum, this kit should include the following;

*First aid kit

*Flash light

*Snow and ice scraper
*Water/snacks

*Blanket/sleeping bag

*Battery booster cables

*Tow chain/rope

*Emergency flares/reflectors

*Cell phone adapter/charging cord

Inclement weather can create challenges for our community’s most vulnerable citizens. No matter the inclement
weather event, there are people who may need your assistance. Please prepare a plan to check on those who may be in
need. Prepare for potential power outages, extended periods of below-freezing temperatures and anticipate problems
or needs that can arise. Remember to plug any portable heater directly into the wall outlet, do not use a power strip.
Conditions that prevent people from obtaining critical services or supplies can create life-threatening situations. Our
Patrol and HOPE Team Deputies will continue to assist those that are houseless and those that lack the necessary
resources to protect them from inclement conditions.



In addition to inclement weather conditions the holiday season means an increase in package deliveries; which, could be
a target for thieves. Online shopping can be a safe and stress free way to order items from the comfort of home but
there are some steps you can take to make sure your package is received.

- Try to avoid having items delivered when you’re not home

- Have packages delivered to your workplace or to a friend or relative you know will be home

- Request signature confirmation upon delivery

- Consider doorbell camera options, like those made by Google, Ring, and many other
manufacturers. These not only let you know when a package has been delivered but lets
potential thieves know you’re watching.

- Ask your carrier to place the package in an area out of plain view

If you are the victim of a package theft or if you see suspicious persons or activity in your community please contact the
non-emergency number at 503-823-3333.

With these safety tips in mind | hope everyone has a great Holiday season, take care of yourselves!

Lieutenant Doug Asboe
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